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BANGALORE WRITERS WORKSHOP

Bangalore Writers Workshop is the first-of-its kind writing and
storyte||ing school in Bengaluru, India. Founded in 2011, we have since
been runnmg intensive and supportive creative writing, storyteng
and other vvrltmg workshops while bulldmg a commumty of writers
and storytellers in the city and across organisations.

BWW?’s mission is to foster the creative mind, encourage a community,
and make writers aware of who they are as creators of text.

BWW follows the workshop method. Writers at BWW meet for two to
three hours over five to eight weekends and study the craft of writing
while simultaneously receiving constructive feedback on their own
work. Our workshops cover a wide range of writing exercises that
allow our students to experiment with different voices and genres.

We conduct discussions on the creative writing process, and organise
meet-ups with published authors and literary experts. As writers
ourselves, we have knowledge on pub||s|'1mg trends, writing for
magazines, freelancing, and literary magazines.

Our Course Books provide an introduction to the various genres and
writing styles in literature. Our workshops provide constant feedback
for the writers.

Our aim is to create more aware writers. To this purpose, we enable
our students to use their skills for creative or professional pursuits.

At BWW, we believe in creating a community. No matter how many
people we work with, we believe that everyone has something to share
and their input allows for a holistic understanding. We want to be able
to understand and facilitate exciting and community-oriented models
that are enriching and self-sustaining. We have an active, thriving
engaged community of more than 400 writers spread across the

globe today.

We have revamped our skills and upgraded our programs, including
our corporate services, to be effortlessly online since March 2020.
Our corporate clients, in particular, have been very happy with how
these training sessions strengthened team dynamics and
engagement, creating a sense of community in their employees whilst
working from home. Our online sessions have encouraged clearer and
more open communication between employees at the workplace.
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CORPORATE When we train for corporates, we tailor-make a plan in order to

TRAINING mutually ﬁgurg out the best creative solution to the concepts and
needs of the client. We perform a pre-assessment to ensure we can
use specifics and examples that will necessarily benefit the clients in
the workshops. The program is completely result-oriented and
ensures constant improvement of the trainees. We place large
emphases on being interactive, learning to push boundaries, and
group bramstormmg We he|p our corporate trainees achleve
effective communication through their ertmg We mentor them to
incorporate storytelling in their work, write succinct and polished
emails, reports, and text for presentations, all essentials in a
professional workspace.

CORPORATE Considering we are experts in the art of story writing, we often
consult with corporates on building narratives around organisations

WRITING SERVICES and the work they do.

We help organisations prepare key presentations, key messaging
documents, cultural audits and award applications, copy related to
branding, campaign strategy and management. We also offer social
media consultations, script and blog writing services for key leaders.

OUR LOCATION Bangalore Writers Workshop
AND WEBSITE 125, 4th Main, Kamadhenu Layout, B Narayanapura,

Bangalore 560016

bhumika.anand(@gmail.com

WHY BWW? We are the first-of-its-kind, community-centric writing and
storytelling school in Bengaluru, Karnataka, India, established in
2011. We've worked with over 400 students, and have facilitated
writing and storytelling workshops at Myntra, Himalaya - The Drug
Company, Amadeus Software Labs, Intuit Inc., IBM, Byju's — The
learning App, Capital One, and others. We've been the content
consultants at Bangalore Traffic Police, Columbia Asia, Hula
Studios, Redbox, Havas Media India, Studio AJ, SwissRe, and Intuit

Inc among others.
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& HERE'S WHAT OUR
PARTICIPANTS HAVE TO
SAY ABOUT THE
WORKSHOP:

I would rate BWW a solid 10 (on 10). It offered not just a great workshop,
but also connected me to a community of writers, a group of lovely people
who want to write well and read a lot.

- Devi Yesodharan,

Author of Empire, Chief Strategy Officer at Trendlyne

The intent was to feed off the creative energies of fellow writers and to
help evolve my writing skills. This was certainly accomplished, at least the
creative energies bit. | can only hope my writing skills have evolved. If
anything, | might be stronger in accepting literary rejections now! The
workshopping exercise was my primary take-away. | learnt as much from
critiquing others as | did from being critiqued. The forceful (somewhat)
push towards leaving my writing comfort zones, was beneficial in exploring
the craft with a new perspective.

- Rahul Shingrani,

Entrepreneur, Biomedical Devices Pioneer

BWW is not a school or a walk in the park. It is an alternate universe, which
has many travellers. Many of us have different destinations but all of us
students know that our journey, pain and fun of writing is the same. And
the BWW community helps us come together to make us a better writer.
The community is like a family or tribe. We respect each other.

- Suraj Clark Prasad,

Author of Baramulla Bomber,

CoE Lead for Business and Strategic Insights, QuintilesIMS
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If you are in Bangalore and serious about writing, you should consider
Jjoining Bangalore Writers Workshop. It will introduce you to a community of
like-minded people and help you focus on writing as a serious and
achievable goal. The classes will take you over a few basic concepts of
writing and the assignments, feedback and critique will all help you grow as
a writer. | was a part of the second batch of what was then an experiment
and the BWW course actually helped set me off on a course which has
finally led me to publish a book. In short, | would highly recommend
Bangalore Writers Workshop.

- Rahul Mitra,
Author of The Boy from Pataliputra,

consultant at CapGemini

Joining BWW was one of the best things | did for my writing. It gave me all
the things | so badly needed and didn't know about - discipline, debate,
community, and, most of all, the courage and the curiosity to follow my
ideas, however silly or difficult they seemed. To anyone who is interested in
writing better, and in any genre, BWW is an invaluable school of ideas.
Bhumika is a force of nature, intelligently and feistily nudging each student
on to their best work.

- Philip John,
Partner and Creative Director of 48 Degrees, a creative agency,

Author of Labyrinths

| want to thank Bangalore Writers Workshop for encouraging the writer in
me and providing new writers with a platform to hone their writing skills. This
thriving community has helped me evolve as a thinker and a writer. | want to
thank Bhumika Anand for so many life lessons, stimulating discussions, and
countless book recommendations over the years.

- Pankaj Saini,
Author of Music Men Series

Words and ideas are as numerous and dense as the trees in the woods. It's
easy to get lost. BWW is that nimble-footed guide who knows every inch of
the terrain and leads you gently by the forest path, taking you where you
wish to go but know not how. BWW will help you appreciate great writers,
organize your ideas, choose the right words, present your piece effectively,
review like an editor, and much more!

- Hari Ravikumar,
Contributing Editor (Philosophy),
Prekshaa
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As a young writer taking my first tentative steps into the world of writing a
few years ago, there was nothing | desired more than an assurance that my
work mattered. Such validation was difficult to come by, with writing being
an inherently solitary activity. Thankfully for me, | stumbled upon BWW at
the right time in my life. For BWW is a refuge you go to where you can
honestly critique other people’'s works and get your own work looked at with
dispassionate eyes. It is a place where you improve as a reader because you
meet people with reading tastes different from your own. It is a community
of people who are serious about writing, who make you realise that writing is
a worthy pursuit. All this make BWW a precious resource for any aspiring
writer in the country, one that I'm proud to be associated with.

- Ajay Patri,
Program Associate at The Takshashila Institution

My intent was to practice and get some discipline to my writing, learn a few
things in the process on the art/craft of writing. The intent was met. In
addition, it’s been great to see a community develop as a part of this
process! | hadn’t quite expected that when | signed on.

- Arun Anantharaman,

Senior Manager, Analytics at Accenture

My journey as a fiction writer started four years back with Bangalore Writers
Workshop. | had never done creative writing in English before. | was full of
uptight corporate lingo in passive voice and clichéd adjectives and adverbs
to justify and argue my daily business. Bhumika broke my shell, like she does
for many others. Gently and yet firmly with her handwaving nonchalance,
she filled me up with a universe unknown to me till then. She corrected
every phrase till it showed more than it told.

During these four years, | have done workshops with international writers. |
can say with confidence that no one, | repeat no one, breaks down fiction
for easy digestion of a beginner and sees to it that her students get out
there on the right footing. There may be many great writers, but good
teachers of writing are rare. | am fortunate to come across Bhumika and her

labour of love, BWW.

| recommend the Classic fiction course for everyone who is serious about
pursuing writing. You will be a labourer and designer of fiction with
perseverance with this start.

- Tapan Mozumdar,

Writer
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| found the workshop online, during these corona times, when searching
for the best creative writing course in India. A variety were suggested,
but after looking at the BWW website and course readings, | was sold. As
| come from Britain and wanted to do a writing course in India, | had
specific intentions. | wanted to travel and study in India (which, seeing as
here in 2020 this is impossible, this was next best). | also wanted a
course, in English as that’s all | can speak, that wasn’t so Euro or
US-focused (I don’t mind a bit of that stuff, but it gets boring). So | had
what was a political intention that | wanted to investigate and be
challenged on, and the wide and highly-charged reading list | saw was
backed up by the course.

| felt creatively connected, engaged, and able to critically debate with all
the group and Bhumika. | still haven’t travelled to India (at least not for
18 years) but in every other sense, yes, the workshop met my
expectations. My first key take-way was on the level of organisation.
Another was in terms of thinking through characters, plots, and the
structure of the writing, making it intelligible and digestible, and in doing
this | was allowed to stick to my guns, write in complicated forms if |
wanted to, as long as | knew how | would pull it off (and admit when |
hadn’t). Thinking about other people’s work and critiquing was the best
vehicle for learning all this.

Bhumika Anand got me taking my writing seriously and my flaws
seriously, which no one else has done to that extent. Her style is
encouraging and scolding by turns, and even more effective when doing
both at once. Bhumika was able to tell me what | didn’t know about my
writing and catch me out when | was - as we say - ‘blagging it’ (faking it
and hoping no one would notice). | also learnt more than just about
writing but about a possible approach to life which was uncompromising,
and how this approach being present in the way you approach writing is
a real help.

- Simon Bracken,
Poet and Writer
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HERE'S WHAT OUR CLIENTS
HAVE TO SAY

ABOUT OUR CORPORATE
WRITING AND STORYTELLING
WORKSHOPS:

We engaged Bhumika to run a series of storytelling workshops for our
management team in the Chief Information Office of IBM India. Our goal
was to take our leaders outside the usual corporate training mindset and
challenge them to grow their storytelling skills by exploring their own
creativity, without being constrained by the context of their day jobs.

Without a doubt, these have been the most talked-about training sessions
we've done in years. Bhumika’'s approach was decidedly different from
pretty much any corporate training you can imagine. She created a safe
space for our leaders to start telling stories that were authentic,
compelling, and accessible. In doing so, she exposed the gaps in our
capability as leaders and created pathways for us to learn essential
communication skills that we had been lacking for years. She also created

a genuine community within our leadership team that has outlasted the
workshops themselves.

Engaging Bhumika to run these workshops has been one of the most
impactful professional development initiatives we have run for our team
and | can’t wait to get her back for more.

- Julian Coldrey,
Head of IBM India CIO business unit

| learnt to become a better writer. I'm now aware of the black holes in my
own writing. The exercises increased my awareness of clichés, euphemisms,
obese and obsolete writing practices. I'd rate BWW a 9 on 10 because my

%ImalavaM | facilitator made it engaging and interesting. She radiated energy and was
S INEE 1930 very honest with feedback and that helped us all improve.

- Kanchana Srinivasan,

Corporate Communications Manager,

Himalaya - The Drug Company
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INTUIT

AMADEUS |

Your technology partner

Bsyiu's

Bhumika recently conducted a one hour session on the basics of blog
writing for a bunch of employees from my company. | really liked the way
she used the short one hour in the best possible way, making it
experiential with hands-on exercises and encouraging interaction across
the room. The attendees enjoyed her session and would have liked it to be
longer, I'm sure.

- Sarah D'Souza,

Sr. Communications Specialist at Intuit India

The workshop by BWW was one of the best workshops my team has
attended, loads of fun and learning. Highly recommended for people/
organizations looking to develop their interpersonal and presentation

skills.

- Sunil Kumar Kantharaj,

Communications and Branding at Amadeus Labs

| had a great experience with BWW. The workshop was organised as an
online corporate training exercise. Bhumika was very friendly and
personally helped me in understanding my writing style. She gave valuable
suggestion that | have found to be really impactful.

| recommend this experience to all my fellow writers.

- Aashray Urs,
Storyteller, Consultant Engineer, Byju’s Think and Learn Limited
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HERE'S WHAT OUR CLIENTS
HAVE TO SAY ABOUT OUR
WRITING SERVICES:
L

Bhumika Anand was part of the Intuit India Communications team as a

Content Writer on contract between July 2017 to February 2018. Her

: expertise as a storyteller with a keen eye for detail and ability to seamlessly

s | script our brand transformation journey from the lens of our employees,

I nTu IT® helped us bring our culture to life. She was able to understand our brand
voice and internalize it to tell our story with impact and precision.

During her time with us, she worked across different cross-functional
teams, multiple stakeholders, employees and leaders across levels to deeply
understand the context, connect the dots, and form a compelling narrative.

- Anshuman Kumar,

Director - Global Brand & Communications, Intuit

Bhumika from Bangalore Writers Workshop helped my team at Bangalore
Traffic Police understand how social media works with a hands-on session.
She also helped us create a calendar to streamline the way we posted. She
also worked with the team for over three months helping them to improve
and use language effectively. BWW devised responses and strategies for
complaints and handling disgruntled citizens. They also helped us put
together a campaign around road safety, and the campaign and messaging
for the first ever inter —state heart transplant from Bangalore to Chennaiin
2014. The team has been managing its own page independently ever since
these sessions and activities.

- B Dayananda,
Inspector General of Police (IGP) and Mysuru City Police Commissioner

| worked with Bhumika and her team at Bangalore Writers Workshop in
2013 as they helped us set up the Facebook page for Columbia Asia, India.
We brainstormed on strategies for the content and had BWW deliver fresh
and appealing stories for Facebook so we could build a community. They had
valid inputs and their writing was always on point. They helped us scale up
our presence on Facebook and promote a positive message about
healthcare and Columbia Asia hospitals.

COLUMBIAASIA
HOSPITATLS

- Richard Roy,
Assistant General Manager - Marketing (Digital) at Sakra World Hospital




Read more reviews on Google and Facebook.

Goog|e: https://tinyurl.com/yyucs8zf

Facebook: https://vvvvvv.Facebook.com/pg/banga|orewriters/reviews/

Watch video testimonials on |nstagram:

https://www.instagram.com/bangalorewriters/channel/

TRAINER BIO

Bhumika Anand, Founder and Director, Bangalore
Writers  Workshop  (BWW) has a degree in
Communicative English and a Masters in English.
She has been a lecturer, a corporate trainer, editor,
communications consultant, events coordinator, MC,
a social media strategist, and an erstwhile manager of
online communities for over 15 years.

Her work has been published in Urban Confustions,
The Affair, The Bombay Literary Magazine, Out of
Print, and is forthcoming in Queer Ink. She was a
finalist in the DNA-Out of Print short story
competition in 2017. She is an intermittent but
uncomfortably intense blogger at Bhumika's Boudoir,
and an appreciator of the ridiculous.

For queries, email bhumika.anand(@gmail.com
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